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Project Aim 

• Explore citizens’ attitude about personal and national security, foreign 
policy and expected answers to security challenges and threats 

• Contribution to the discussion on new Strategy of National Security of 
Serbia 

 



On public opinion research 

 

• Questionnaire: includes 135 questions envisioned by BCSP  

• Methodology: face-to-face interviews using random sample  

• Timeframe: from 26 December 2016 until 14 January 2017 

• Reprezentative sample: 1,403 adult citizens of Serbia (excluding 
Kosovo)  
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Internal threats 

• More than a half of respondents believes that the country’s 
national security is under threat 

 

• Two-thirds see corruption and crime, and the behavior of 
politicians as the main internal threats 

 

• National security requires strengthening our economy 

 









Citizens give a bad grade to government 
for its fight against crime and corruption 

 

• The government is not serious about fighting corruption 

• The government is selective in its fight against 
organized crime 

• Investments into economy/education strengthen 
national security 

 

 

 









External threats 

• Major powers and terrorism are key external threats for a half of 
respondents 

• The majority is not afraid of terrorist attacks 

• The government cannot protect us from terrorism, nearly a half 
of citizens thinks 

• Better economy facilitates fight against terrorism, every third 
respondent thinks 
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Perception of the region 

• The majority believes that Serbia has more enemies than 

friends in the neighborhood, although a significant number of 

respondents does not think in those terms 

• The majority expects no armed conflict in the next 5 years, 

although the proportion of those afraid of war has increased 

• The majority does not want to wage war to keep Kosovo as a 

part of Serbia, nor in cases human rights violations of Serbs in 

the neighborhood 

 











Belgrade- Pristina  

• The majority has no relatives or friends in Kosovo (80%), and 
has never been there or met an ethnic Albanian  

• Among 7% of those who were in Kosovo after 1999, and met 
ethnic Albanians last year are mostly youth (14%) and Bosniaks  

• Bosniaks can serve as a bridge between the Serbs and 
Albanians (27% of them have relatives and friends in Kosovo) 

• The majority is against waging wars to preserve Kosovo as a 
part of Serbia 

 

 







The Perception of the Belgrade-Pristina 
dialogue 
• Three-quarters are in favor of the dialogue, only 9% are against 

• The citizens of Serbia think that Albanians have more gains from the 
dialogue, while a research from Kosovo shows that Albanians believe 
that Serbs benefit more 

• The citizens support the agreements with Pristina as long as they do 
not lead to the recognition of Kosovo. Only 8% is in favor of 
independence, and 10% - for partition 

• One quarter expects Kosovo to be independent in the future, and 
one-fifth that it will be part of Serbia or be partitioned between 
Albania and Serbia, respectively 

 











Contact 

• Belgrade Centre for Security Policy 

 office@bezbednost.org 

 

• Sonja Stojanović Gajić: 

 sonja.stojanovic@bezbednost.org 
 

• Miloš Popović: 

 milos.popovic@bezbednost.org 
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