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For the past few years, the security situation in the Western Balkans has been at its
lowest point since the late 1990s. The ever-deepening institutional crisis in Bosnia and
Herzegovina has led to a situation in which voices of those fearing new conflict are
getting louder, both in the country and the international community. By emphasising the
concept of the Serbian World, the authoritarian Belgrade regime significantly radicalised
the rhetoric and awakened the ghosts of recent past across the region. Official Zagreb
is questioning the Dayton structure of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the position of the
Croatian people in BiH ever more loudly. Negotiations between Belgrade and Pristina
have come to a complete standstill, while occasional incidents in northern Kosovo
have sporadically brought the situation on the ground to the brink of conflict.
The political scene in Montenegro is at its most unstable point since that country
gained independence, and is spilling over on the interethnic conflicts.

The war in Ukraine further deepened tensions in the region, especially in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Additional EUFOR troops were deployed in the first days of Russia’s
aggression against Ukraine, while former High Representative to Bosnia and
Herzegovina Valentin Inzko called on NATO to protect the country and secure Bosnia's
border with Serbia.” Contradictory information is coming from Croatia’s top political
leaders about putting its armed forces on high alert, whereas Prime Minister Plenkovi¢
announced that Zagreb “is paying special attention to all the developments in our
neighbourhood, the Southeast Europe, because we do not want to see destabilisation
in any of our neighbouring countries”.? On the other hand, the outgoing Speaker of
the National Assembly of Serbia, Ivica Daci¢, stated that any attack on the Republic
of Srpska will be viewed as an attack on Serbia”.®

In this extremely inflammable environment, the militaristic rhetoric that dominated
the region in recent years is gaining additional significance. Such narratives are
accompanying the rhetoric of the heated arms race between Croatia and Serbia,
and are increasingly mentioned in the context of the unstable political situation in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as well. The narratives present in the regional media in
such contexts has caused us to focus this publication on a comparative analysis of
the main characteristics of militaristic narratives in the three countries that are
signatories to the Dayton Peace Agreement.



At the heart of militaristic narratives lies the security dilemma created by the armament
of closest neighbours in a region that is unstable both politically and security-wise.
The data published in the Balkan Defence Monitor show that the narrative about the
armament of the two largest armies in the region did not come from thin air. In 2021,
Serbia and Croatia increased their budget expenditure on weapons by about 50%, albeit
mainly to replace obsolete weaponry that was no longer fit to use.* However, the growth
of the armament budget was justified in public by the danger that could be brought
about by the armed superiority of the other side.

There are more and more frequent messages in the Croatian media stating that, by
investing in new weapons, the Serbian state leaders are creating the best-equipped army
in the region: “Aleksandar Vuci¢ increased the defence budget by as much as 44 percent,
of which one third is spent on modernising the army and purchasing new weapons;
this means that, if all goes the way it is planned, Serbia will have the strongest army
in the region”.5 Serbia is presented as the main disruptive factor in the neighbourhood
and the biggest threat to Croatia’s interests, including security: “While the Croatian
state leadership is trying to present itself to the neighbouring countries as the biggest
advocate of the EU enlargement, specifically the one which would include Serbia,
some of those in power in that same neighbourhood are openly questioning the
territorial integrity of Croatia. The only thing Croatia needs to know is that Serbia
has acquired a lot of new military equipment and that it is planning to enter new
negotiations on delimitations in the region with that in mind”.®

On the other hand, official Belgrade presents the procurement of weapons as nothing
more than a belated response to the armament of other countries in the region, primarily
Croatia, which threatens its security. In public appearances, President Aleksandar
Vucié often points out that “Serbia keeps silent when others receive combat helicopters,
combat armoured vehicles, howitzers. Why are some given launch pads, and others
ballistic missiles? Tomorrow, in another constellation of world forces, you will be asking
me what | did to protect our country”.” In pro-government tabloids, Croatia is regularly
portrayed as the main patron of all enemies of Serbia in the region, even as a direct
aggressor against it: “By building a Croatian military camp on the territory of Kosovo
and Metohija, the first national camp of KFOR soldiers, NATO is building a new base
with the intention of using it to train the so-called Kosovo Army, which is contrary to UN
Resolution 1244. Croatia joined this project without the consent of Serbia, which in some
ways can be classified as an act of aggression, given that it involves one state’s military
installation on the territory of another sovereign state”.®

However, the armament of neighbours causes the greatest concern in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, which lags behind other neighbouring countries in this respect. Namely,
Bosnia and Herzegovina allocates less than 1% of GDP for weapons, less than anyone
in the entire region.® The public perceives the intensive modernisation and arming



of neighbours as an additional deepening of the gap to the detriment of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Former Deputy Minister of Defence of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Emir
Suljagi¢, pointed out that such a disruption of relations threatens the Dayton Peace
Agreement itself, which is the guarantor of peace in BiH: “I must state with concern that,
although Serbia and Croatia remain within quotas envisaged by the agreement, we are
currently far behind the countries of the region and | believe that we can start saying that
the regional aspect of the agreement no longer applies”.’® The expert public in BiH warns
that, as a result of this, its armed forces are in a position of “strategic imbalance” in
relation to those of its neighbours, as they do not possess modern means of combat
to effectively deter any security threat. “It is not only that the BiH Armed Forces
cannot participate in the arms race imposed by our neighbours; they are in fact
barely surviving”."

Media in Sarajevo most often mention the arming of Serbia as the biggest threat to
BiH's security: “Serbian army expenditure is higher than the total military expenditure
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Northern Macedonia, Kosovo and Albania
combined. It also spends more than Croatia, which recently decided to buy French
fighter jets and thus renew its air force”.’? The reason for concern stems primarily from
Belgrade’s political ties and support for Banja Luka. No one would mind if Serbia was
just modernising its army. But the current circumstances, that is, the context in which
this is being done, are a cause for concern. The situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina
has significantly deteriorated. Nationalists in Serbia, including the Minister of Interior
Aleksandar Vulin, are talking about Serbian World which would encompass Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Kosovo"."® Serbia is often portrayed in the media
as the biggest threat to peace in the region, with the explanation that official Belgrade
“has three open potential conflict points. The closest is in the north of Kosovo, the other
in Montenegro, and the third in Bosnia and Herzegovina. (...) In the current constellation
of forces, Bosnia and Herzegovina is the most affected and most exposed to some form
of aggression”.™

Although Croatia’s armament is most often overshadowed by Serbia, which is seen as
the first threat to BiH's security, official Zagreb’s increasingly loud messages stating that
the position of Bosnian Croats must find itself on the agenda are causing nervousness
in Sarajevo, especially in the context of disputes over the electoral legislation. Former
Bosniak member of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina Haris Silajdzi¢ pointed
out that there is “no big difference between the approaches of Serbia and Croatia,
except for the fact that one of them is wearing a slightly more sophisticated mask.
| can’t understand Croatia’s position; would it have been happy with a new airport
above Dubrovnik, with all kinds of things installed there? At the same time, | hear some
comments from Croatia that are not very appropriate. And instead of dealing with their
own security, they are meddling in the affairs of BiH".’®

The securitisation of the arms race between Serbia and Croatia is particularly strong in
the media that cater to those that represent the hard nationalist core: “The armament
of Serbia and Croatia is not causing any special attention in Bosnia and Herzegovina,



especially among the Bosniaks. (...) Our defence capacity is worse today than it was in
1992, when the aggression on BiH began. Many weapons have been destroyed in the
past 20 years, while some have been positioned in locations that are not controlled by
Bosniaks”.’® Military threat to BiH stemming from its arms imbalance compared to the
neighbouring countries is linked to the “political undermining of institutions in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, which is frequently orchestrated or supported by neighbouring
countries and thus suggests a strong connection between political and military interests
in the region, especially regarding Bosnia and Herzegovina. After the war, the hege-
monic efforts of the neighbours were very clearly continued by political means, i.e.
hybrid activities, which do not exclude the possibility that, in some other circumstances,
such activities could once again be turned into military ones. This claim is supported
also by the imbalance in weapons, and we have seen that Serbian officials often mention
it in the context, saying that they are arming themselves in order to be ready to protect
their nationals, even if it means engaging in military activities outside the country”.’”

Public fear narratives in all three countries are based on traumas from the past, primarily
those that date back to the conflicts of the 1990s. Recalling the events that carry the
greatest symbolic weight in particular communities, political leaders create a context
in which current armament is presented as a preparation for new conflicts and new
victims. The conclusion that emerges from such rhetoric is that new casualties can only
be prevented by strengthening the army, to deter enemies from the neighbourhood from
repeating their crimes.

The regime in Belgrade most often draws historical parallels with the expulsion of
Serbs from Croatia, but also with the Ustashas’ crimes perpetrated during World War I
“We [Serbia and Croatia] have no problems whatsoever, except for their vanity and some
historical issues that had to do with our relations. For us, these are The Storm and
Jasenovac, as well as many other”.’® Using a narrative that primarily serves to
strengthen his own personal power, President Vuci¢ presents himself as the only
barrier that is strong enough to prevent such crimes against Serbs from happening
again: “There will be no more Storms, Flashes and pogroms, regardless of pressures.
You can try to remove me any way you want, and as much as you want, but Serbia
will not allow anyone to do this.” | will never let Serbia be as weak as it was in the
1990s, so weak that we cannot even defend ourselves”.?® Although Croatia is most often
mentioned as a possible aggressor against Serbs, potential new crimes are also often
linked to Bosnia and Herzegovina. “Our households are too few to be abandoned. Serbia
will show care for its people, even when everyone attacks it. They say we are attacking
BiH. Thirty percent of Serbs live there and are not ashamed to say that they are Serbs”.?’



In this context, it is always emphasised that Serbia is procuring only defensive
weaponry. The message to the neighbours is to “forget the times when Ustashas could
take my grandfather, and everyone else, out of the house and just kill them with a single
bullet or a blow of a mallet to the head”.??

In the Croatian public, the narrative about the danger of Serbia arming itself is built
by recalling the aggression in the name of Greater Serbia, which could be repeated:
“The fact that he (Vucié) ordered the Serbian army to raise its combat readiness is
ridiculed in Croatia, even in some expert circles. Yet, Croatia is the last country that
should react to such things with mockery”.?® Serbia is assigned the inviolable place as
an aggressor that is waiting for an opportunity to avenge its defeat from the 1990s.
The concept of Serbian World, which represents the renewal of the idea of Greater
Serbia, is most often presented as proof of such pretensions of Belgrade: “Once again,
Belgrade is openly talking about the ‘unification of Serbian lands’ or, as one of President
Vuci¢'s closest associates, Minister of the Interior Aleksandar Vulin puts it: ‘I believe that
creating a Serbian World would solve the Serbs’ national issue and that ‘the solution
is not for all Serbs to live together in foreign countries, but for the majority of Serbs
to live in their own’. Therefore, it is not surprising that, due to the instigation and direct
involvement of Serbia in the recent wars, Slovenia, Croatia, BiH and Kosovo look
at Vuci¢'s plans, which do not contribute to the stability of the region, with a certain level
of anxiety and wonder*“.%

Fears that the 1990s conflict could resume are most prevalent in Bosnia and Herze-
govina, and the rhetoric on armament is therefore inseparable from the context of
recent history: “Comparing it to those of Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania, the President
of Serbia calls Serbian expenditure (for weapons) ‘peanuts’. But Serbia was not at war
with those countries in the 1990s. It was at war with neighbouring countries that had
significantly smaller military budgets”.?® Bosniak political leaders point to the continuity
of the current policy of Belgrade and Zagreb with that which they had pursued towards
Bosnia and Herzegovina in the 1990s: “I would like to remind you of that because
Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a recognised full member of the United Nations, was
somehow punished by the imposed arms embargo in September 1991. In this way,
they significantly helped the idea of Greater Serbia on the ground, because Serbia had
both the weapons and a prepared plan. We were a bare-handed population that was not
ready, that believed in Yugoslavia, in the Yugoslav Army. What is happening today is a
continuation of that”.?¢ In this context, the fragmentation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
is perceived as the main goal of arming the neighbouring states that are signatories
and guarantors of the Dayton Peace Agreement: “The aggression on BiH in 1992, under
the MiloSevi¢ regime, was carried out to conquer Bosnian territory. Tudjman'’s Croatia
carried out aggression with the same goal in mind — to secure its own piece of BiH.
It was a territorial war. The set goal was not fully achieved at the time, but the war
represented a significant step in its achievement. Today, BiH is being destabilised
both from the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Croatia, and their subcontractors
are in BiH".%



The complex position of the region when it comes to international military cooperation
adds another dimension to militaristic narratives. Of the three countries that are the
subject of the analysis, only Croatia is a member of NATO. Bosnia and Herzegovina
aspires to become a member, but opposition from the authorities in the Republic of
Srpska is a major internal obstacle to BiH joining the Alliance. Serbia is the only country
in the region that officially pursues the policy of military neutrality, within which it
cooperates and implements activities with both NATO members and the Russian
Federation. The strained relations between NATO and Russia, which have reached
its peak following the Russian aggression against Ukraine, reflect on mutual relations
between the signatory states of the Dayton Agreement, contributing to the atmosphere
of fear of a possible conflict.

The opinion that the explanation for Serbia’s new weapons should be sought in Moscow
is deeply rooted in the Croatian public: “Everyone is wondering who is threatening it
[Serbia], or maybe Serbia is doing this to spread panic, either for its own or someone
else’s account (Russian!?)”.2® Such a position of Zagreb is confirmed by the words of
former Croatian Interior Minister Ranko Ostoji¢, who, reacting to the announcement that
Serbia would procure Russian weapons, said that Croatia will be able to defend itself
“because it is a member of NATO and no one is allowed to attack us. Croatia managed to
defend itself at the time when it barely had decent rifles. We will defend ourselves in the
future too, and no one should be afraid of an attack”.?® Fear of the influence of Russia,
which threatens Croatia indirectly through Serbia, further increased after the attack on
Ukraine: “If they don’t view Putin as a threat, despite the fact that he - symbolically and
historically speaking - just annexed the Sudetenland, no less than outside of the Munich
Agreement of 1938, and is hardly going to stop there, they most definitely don’t view
the words of Aleksandar Vuci¢, the President of Serbia, as such either. (...) Vuci¢ was
probably given the message to keep his hands off, but if the West trusts him, Croatia
must not allow itself that luxury. And Little Putin can be dangerous too”.%

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, too, there is a widespread belief that the Serbian Army is
only an instrument of the Russian policy in the Balkans. “If we analyse the dynamics
of Serbian military cooperation, it becomes clear that its army is pursuing the political
interests of its strongest partner, and that is Russia. This relationship is of a vassal
nature, with Russia being the master and Serbia the executor of orders”.®" Serbia’s
military neutrality is being presented to the public as nothing more than a cover for
Russian influence: “This can be seen in the joint military exercises conducted in both
Serbia and the Russian Federation, the intensification of cooperation in the military
field, assistance in the purpose-built [military] industry and the direct delivery of modern
military systems”.32 The closeness between Russia and Serbia is presented as part
of the strategy of the Kremlin, which has a “clear attitude towards BiH, just like the
open threats to BiH are clear. If we take a single step towards NATO, which | hope these
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authorities will do, as | did, because we need that membership. It is quite certain that the
Kremlin's strategy, which unfortunately interferes in BiH’s affairs, includes NATO being
joined by as few countries as possible. That is their goal”.® In this context, calls are
often made for more massive deployment of NATO and EUFOR personnel in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, to combat the aggressive behaviour of the Russian Federation towards the
region, as well as Serbia’s activities that would in any way signal intentions to disrupt
peace and security in the region”.34

The reason for this concern of the public in BiH was given by Russian officials who, in
previous years, openly warned that Moscow would view steps towards the integration of
Bosnia and Herzegovina into NATO as a hostile act.?® The armament that is taking place
in Croatia is less worrying because it is generally accepted that Zagreb is arming itself in
accordance with the prescribed NATO standards. In that context, the map of immediate
danger from Russia is used by the proponents of NATO membership in Sarajevo: “Serbia
is adjusting its military potentials to that which Russia expects from it, as a vassal that
can do things in the Balkans that are in Russia’s interest. In that context, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, which is unfortunately not a member of NATO, is also at risk”.3® However,
there are public voices who believe that Croatia is also using its privileged position as
a NATO member to block the empowerment of the BiH Armed Forces in order to have a
stronger influence in Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially when it comes to the interests
of Bosnian Croats: “While Serbian and Croat officials in BiH institutions, primarily
members of SNSD and HDZ BiH, are blocking legislative changes that would - both
materially and personnel-wise - strengthen the BiH Armed Forces and other important
services in the field of state security, BiH's neighbours are developing their defence
systems. Croatia is doing it within NATO, and Serbia in cooperation with Russia”.3’

The narrative that is being spread in Serbia through pro-government tabloids largely
contributes to the region’s fear of Moscow’s influence on Belgrade. Playing the card
of the Serbian public’s mainly positive opinion of Russia, the tabloids exaggerate
the closeness and military cooperation of the authorities in Belgrade with Moscow,
neglecting to mention Serbia’s cooperation with NATO. Their regular headlines read as
follows: “Brotherly assistance - BALKAN SUPERPOWER: Russia is giving Serbia MIGs,
assault helicopters...”.%® The militaristic narrative in the Serbian media often relies
on the NATO aggression in 1999 as another trauma from recent history that is used
to securitise the regional context: “Land near Foca is just one of 17 locations in the
Republic of Srpska which the Army of BiH, with the help of the Constitutional Court,
would like to register in its own name with the idea of one day stationing NATO along
the Drina river as a constant military threat to Serbia. Foca is located on the very bank
of the Drina, near Serbia, and that is why they care so much about having NATO army on
the border, they want Serbia to be under constant military threat. They would like NATO
to come to BiH, to turn their missiles towards Serbia and prevent the so-called malign
influence of Russia in BiH".3® Military neutrality also serves to justify significant budget
allocations for arms to the public: “If they are asking why we need all this, they should
also ask why others in the region need it as they are surrounded by NATO countries. Only
one country is not a NATO member, and that is Serbia”.#



As always, whenever there is a security dilemma that is created through militaristic
narratives, political leaders view even more decisive arming as the only way to ensure the
security of the state and the people. In an uncertain environment where there is not only a
reason, but also means for aggression from the immediate neighbourhood, the purchase
of modern military equipment is presented as the crowning proof of security concerns:
“Serbia is arming itself because it is a free country. It is a small country that is surrounded
on all sides by NATO member states, with which we wish to have good relations. But we
are not going to be the Bambi they are just going to swallow”.# “Serbia is not stupid; it will
not attack anyone, but it will not allow itself to be Bambi destined for slaughter either”.#?

For the regime in Serbia, the goal of further armament is competition with its main
regional rival, Croatia: “Unlike them (Croats), | respect both their state and their army.
It is a strong, respectable army that continues to grow; they are investing a lot of money
in it and | congratulate them on that”.* This rhetoric of the authorities in Belgrade came
to the fore especially after the Government in Zagreb bought French Rafale fighter planes,
in the largest military procurement in recent years: “New Croatian planes will arrive in
three years. And they will be used. The Rafale are extraordinary airplanes. We'll see. | wish
we could get them too. New ones, maybe. We'll see. With those planes, Croatia will be
a bit stronger than us, with our MIGs; these planes have better radars and could see our
planes sooner, if you want to compare them. But | don't see much sense in doing that.
| think that we, too, will have drastically strengthened the Air Force and Air Defence in next
three years. Things will not remain the way they are now”.*

Acquisition of weapons is legitimised as the only possible defence policy, pursued by
all countries including those in the region: “No one threatens them when they procure
helicopters, body armour and howitzers from America and Germany. Who is arming
Albanians? America and Turkey, and many others. Who is arming Croatia? America and
Germany, as well as others. I'm just saying. Go ahead, guys, do your job, and we'll do ours.
I'm not whining about it".%> The President of Serbia also uses the relative strengthening
of the armed capacities of the Serbian Army in the regional framework for the promotion
of his personal power for internal purposes: “As you can see, | know about every
single piece they have acquired. Just so you know how dedicated | am to that as
Commander-in-Chief.* Croats are also saying that Serbia has become a [military] power,
and that we are the strongest [in the region].*” We will continue to build our army, and
it will be ever stronger and mightier”.*8

The atmosphere of the arms race with Serbia has strengthened the militaristic narrative
in the Croatian public. There are increasing calls to the authorities to adequately respond
to changes in the regional balance of power to ensure the country’s security: “When
justifying their inability to match this military strengthening of Serbia under the leadership
of a despotic and aggressive regime, representatives of the Croatian government like
to say that Serbia is investing in the army the funds that were originally intended for
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infrastructure and health. On the other hand, the media report that public opinion in
Croatia is markedly anti-militaristic. This is particularly worrying if we take into account
the fact that a significant number of media outlets in Croatia have become the property of
Serbian media corporations. (...) What is the SOA [the Security-Intelligence Agency] doing
about this, and who in the Croatian state leadership wants to be Croatian Yanukovych?"4°

Like Serbia, Croatia justifies its increase in arms expenditure by the need to respond
to the armament of Serbia as its main regional competitor. Croatian President Zoran
Milanovi¢ announced the purchase of Rafale planes by saying the following: “Based on
the decision of the Government and using the money of the Croatian people, we are about
to purchase one of the most modern fighter planes, which no one in the neighbourhood
has. Maybe there is actually no need to emphasise this, as we are surrounded by friends.
At least, they all say they are our friends. But we are a small country that has managed
to put some funds together, and now is the right time [for this purchase], and the right
period. It is something that is respected, and something that the enemy fears, whoever
and whenever the enemy may be".%°

Calls for armament are becoming louder in Bosnia and Herzegovina as well, to reduce
the enormous gap in the combat capacities between the Armed Forces of BiH and those
of the countries that surround it. In that context, the Minister of Defence of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Sifet Podzi¢, announced that BiH would also start arming itself. However,
there is the problem of the current blockade of institutions. “The problem is not that
Serbia and Croatia are arming themselves, the problem is that BiH is not".5" Similar to
other countries, arming is presented as an inevitability that is resorted to by all countries:
“Serbia and Croatia are arming themselves, and we should not blame them. It is our
own government’s fault that we have not done the same ourselves. Instead of those
respirators, we could have purchased 10 cruise missiles. No one was preventing us from
doing it, no one, not even the NATO pact. These missiles cost 500,000 euros on the world
market. But Bosnia will not be attacking anyone. We are not that powerful. (...) | remind
you, those missiles have a range of 2.5 thousand kilometres, which is exactly the range
that would make Bosnia and Herzegovina safe. That is where our security threats are
coming from. We will have to do it eventually”.5?

The lack of powerful weapons seriously endangers national security, which is presented
to the public of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a bitter lesson that was learned in the 1990s:
“Just like when they said, in 1992, that they should impose the arms embargo on us
because if armament were allowed the war would last too long. In other words - let
the strong Yugoslav Army do the job as fast as it can. The EU is doing the same thing
today”.%® The announcement by Bosniak BiH Presidency member Bakir Izetbegovi¢ that
Bosnia and Herzegovina will respond to the regional arms race is an indication that the
militaristic narrative is dominant in Sarajevo: “Serbia and Croatia are procuring planes
and missile systems, and they’re bragging about it. And when | talk about strengthening
our military production, they say I'm preparing for war. They are forcing us to do what
they're doing, and we will do it. We don't have money for any planes or helicopters, but the
military industry is already such that 1992 can never happen to us again. If we now found
ourselves in a situation such as in 1992, we would have enough to defend ourselves”.>*



Flammable statements by politicians, which serve primarily to gain internal political
points among the nationalistic parts of the public, are particularly large risk for creating
tensions in the region. Croatian President Milanovic¢ stirred up the public in Bosnia and
Herzegovina when, commenting on the current crisis in BiH, he rejected the possibility of
conflict, saying: “They are not on the brink of conflict, they are poor as church mice, they
could only throw chestnuts at each other”.5 On another occasion, commenting on the
assessments of possible new conflicts in the Balkans that could be provoked by Serbia,
Milanovi¢ replied that Serbia is currently weak: “They cannot attack us. Who are they
going to attack? Kosovo? Using what? Water pistols?”%

Other political leaders in the region are not lagging far behind Milanovié. President Vugi¢
does not hesitate to use inappropriately threatening rhetoric in his public appearances
either: “I will not beat my chest, like some do. Albanians and Croats are very strong,
but what they are planning to do will not happen. All those who think that there will be
new Storms, pogroms and expulsions of Serbs... My message to them is that it will not
happen. And when | say it, it represents a guarantee”.” Belligerent statements of some
Bosniak politicians, such as former member of the Presidency Haris Silajdzi¢, further
fuel fears in Bosnia and Herzegovina: “It is possible that there will be armed conflicts.
Everyone in BiH must be ready at all times, we must be careful no matter whether we
live in times of peace or unrest. We know who we are dealing with. Me first, no matter
how old | am, I'm ready”.*® Similar rhetoric can be heard from the Serbian member of the
Presidency of BiH, Milorad Dodik, who has announced that Banja Luka was ready for an
armed conflict, should one be necessary to protect the Republic of Srpska.5®

The press, led by pro-government tabloids in Serbia, are adding fuel to the fire with
headlines conductive to the atmosphere of conflict: “The Rafale planes are upsetting
Serbia! Neighbours are not hiding their envy of future Croatian planes: ‘Zagreb will have
the most modern and powerful airplanes in the Balkans™,%° “USTASHAS ARE TREMBLING:
If only the Serbian military power would weaken” 5" “VUCIC IS A THORN IN THE SIDE OF
THE USTASHAS BECAUSE HE STRENGTHENED THE COUNTRY AND THE ARMY: They
launched a total campaign against Serbia and its President”,®? “NO WAY, SERBS ARE
NOT SHEEPS! SARAJEVO WOULD LIKE TO PLACE NATO’'S ARMY ALONG RIVER DRINA,
ON THE BORDER WITH SERBIA! Croats know everything, but they wisely keep silent!"s3

In a region that has a recent history of conflict, and is currently facing the most serious
security situation since the end of the 1990s wars, the cost of militaristic rhetoric that
normalises hate speech could end up being alarmingly high.
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